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Skipp Kropp Friday Evening Emcee
Skipp is the current Society President and sings with Circle City Sound, the chorus of the

Greater Indianapolis Chapter in Cardinal District. He began barbershopping while at Purdue
University, joining the Lafayette, Indiana, chapter in 1970, and has been a member of six
chapters (proving that no one can get along with him) and sung in a number of registered
quartets (same comment about getting along). He has served as Music & Performance Vice
President in five chapters and director of two.

While living in Johnny Appleseed District, he was Laws and Regulations Committee chair
(1996-present), Events VP (1998-2002 and 2005-6), Executive Vice President (2001-2), and
President (2003-2004). He was elected to a three year term as a member of the Barbershop
Harmony Society Board of Directors for 2007-2009 and again for 2013-2015. He served as
Executive Vice President of the Society in 2015 and 2016 and has served as Society President
for 2017 and 2018.

Skipp is a past JAD Barbershopper of the Year and member of the JAD Hall of Fame. He
practices environmental law with the West Virginia-based law firm Steptoe & Johnson PLLC, and
lives in Indianapolis with his wife, Nancy.
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Erik Dove Saturday Morning Emcee
Erik Dove is CFO/Director of Finance of the Barbershop Harmony Society. Since assuming

the financial leadership position in September 2014, Erik has worked to improve internal
business processes, reporting and program accountability to maximize the scale and impact of
the Society’s assets and resources. Erik is a key member of the Society’s Executive Team involved
in the Society’s comprehensive strategic planning process encompassing all phases of the
Society, especially focused on mission, finance and business planning, human resources, events,
copyright & licensing, legal and philanthropy.

Erik’s passion for harmony singing started as a child because of his father, Paul, a retired
professor of vocal music at the University of Evansville. His family was always singing and involved
in music, choir, musical theater and productions. Erik attended Wabash College in Crawfordsville,
IN singing with the Wabash College Glee Club and majoring in Mathematics and German. Erik
subsequently received his law degree at Indiana University School of Law and his MBA in Finance
at the Carlson School of Management, University of Minnesota.

Erik’s business career included work as an attorney with Faegre Baker Daniels (formerly Faegre & Benson), as a Senior
Vice President of commercial and corporate banking with U.S. Bank, and Vice Chair and COO for a diversified group of more than
300 separate companies. In addition, Erik is an investor and strategic business consultant.

A member of the Barbershop Harmony Society since 1992, Erik sings with the twice-honored international silver
medalist Great Northern Union chorus at the Society’s Hilltop, Minnesota chapter, where he has held multiple board positions
and roles. Erik and his wife, Tona, together with Marty and Amy Monson, founded Paideia Academy, a 400-student K-8 public
charter school in Apple Valley, MN offering a Core Knowledge classical education with a secondary focus on music, languages
and the arts. Erik has two children, Siri (19), a 2nd-year student at the University of California Berkeley, and Adin (17), also a
barbershopper and senior at Eastview High School.

Fun Fact -- Erik traveled around the world for six months after law school, visiting 32 countries across four continents,
including Sweden, Russia, India, Nepal, Thailand, China, Australia and New Zealand.

Jeff Gehm Saturday Evening Emcee
Jeff Gehm joined the Barbershop Harmony Society in 1980 and sang lead in his first

quartet called "Last National Bank", where they promptly came in last in their first contest! Not to
be dissuaded, Jeff moved up the ranks shortly afterwards, joining top quartets from the 80's like
the Harmony Partners and International Quarterfinalist, Harmonic Motion. The latter 80's and
90's were spent in a comedy quartet called Chordially Yours, as well as directing two BHS
choruses as well. More recently, he sang baritone in top 5 quartet Premier Sound and currently
sings lead with the 2016 Johnny Appleseed District Senior Champs and current 3rd place Senior
International Medalists Unfinished Business. A former Music Educator, Jeff also serves on the
board as the Director of Music Leadership for our district as well. He lives in New Castle PA with
his wife, Susan. He owns and operates The Gehm Agency, representing the Allstate Insurance
company in his home town of Ellwood City.



Grace Schweizer (T), Patrick Michel (L), 
Monica Parsons (Br), Evan Boegehold (B)

taceolsaol15@gmail.com

1:  The Headliners 2: 4 Better 4 Worse

Maggie Dudrow (T), Shelley Wysong (L), 
Doug Smeltz (Br), John Dudrow (B)

drsbari@gmail.com

Mixed Quartet Contest

The Headliners accept their award from 2017 winner Meet Virginia
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Senior District Quartet Contest

2: High Mileage

Morton Katz (T), Rusty Cates (L), 
Denny Sagar (Br), Joe Jenkins (B)

rusticates@iheartmedia.com

1: A.K.A.

Larry White (T), Carl Ondrus (L), 
David Evans (Br), Mark Hannum (B)

sing.14u2@gmail.com

JAD Senior Champions

A.K.A with 2017 Senior Champs Route 33
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Puck Ross (T)
Chris Vaughn (L)
Nathan Johnston (Br)
Gary Lewis (B)
rossjacob@gmail.com
Facebook: @quorumbarbershopquartet
Twitter: @QuorumQt

2: The Core
International Qualifier

Michael Nesler (T)
Joshua Van Gorder (L)

Michael Hull (Br)
Steve Denino (B)

michael.nesler@gmail.com
Facebook: @TheCoreQt

International Quartet Preliminaries

1: Quorum
International Qualifier



Noah Campbell (T)
Patrick Michel (L)
Paul Gilman (Br)

David Kindinger (B)
noahcampbell22@me.com

Facebook: @TheCrewQuartet
Twitter: @TheCrewQuartet

4: Speakeasy
International Qualifier

Matt Cook (T)
Keith Parker, Jr. (L)
Kerry Conrad (Br)
Terry Keith (B)
terrykeith05@yahoo.com
Facebook.com/bbshopquartet

International Quartet Preliminaries

3: The Crew
International Qualifier
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5: Mojo

Richard Bresenhan (T), Jonathan Zimmerman (L), 
Kenneth Delaney (Br), Thomas Bronson (B)
kendelaney@me.com
mojoqt.com

7: Top Shelf
Jason Wulf (T), Zac Marquart (L), 

John Dudrow (Br), Richard Brooks (B)
jtwulf1@me.com

Facebook: @TopShelfQtet

8: Encore

Nathan Haase (T), Jeff Wallace (L), 
Michael Harrison (Br), Paul Hesson (B)
osumblues@Columbus.rr.com
Facebook: @EncoreQtet

Christopher Boron (T), Chris Buirley (L), 
Jon Geyer (Br), Peter Scalabrino (B)

theregularsquartet@gmail.com
Facebook.com/theRegularsQuartet, 

Twitter: @theRegularsQuartet, 
Instagram: @theRegularsQt

6: The Regulars
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9: The Tune Squad
10: Wing It

Jonathan Lang (T), Tyler Dohar (L), 
Luke Schmidt (Br), Dean Moore, II (B)
tunesquadquartet@gmail.com
Facebook.com/bgmctunesquad

Kyle Fisher (T), Brandon Zlotnik (L), 
Hollis Wilson (Br), Giovanni Castiglione (B)

wingitquartet@gmail.com
Facebook.com/WingItQuartet

Twitter: @WingItQuartet

11: Tuned In

Ryan Wells (T)
Steven Wendell (L)
Chad Lulfs (Br)
Nathan Rettig (B)
nbrbaribass@gmail.com

12: Last Minute Edition
Bradley Babiack (T)
Brandon Rauch (L)

Joshua Gongaware (Br)
Jonathan Clunies (B)

jon@clunies.net



15: Commonwealth

16: Riverblend

13: Pipe Shop

Roses In Blue

Stephen Kersey (T), Kevin Clark (L), 
Aaron Ross (Br), Abraham Ross (B)

Don Gray (T), Thomas Rouse (L), 
Bayard Pelsor (Br), Dutch Speidel (B)
dongray@cinci.rr.com

Alan Green (T), Martin Mulhall (L), 
David Short (Br), Jonathan Clunies (B)
ahg45327@woh.rr.com

Jordan Huff (T), Carl Taylor (L), 
Steven Arthur (Br), Brian Sparks (B)

jordanwhuff@gmail.com
Facebook: @CommonwealthBSQ
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1: Mojo

Bobby Gibson (T), John Mallett (L), 
Darryl Marchant (Br), David Feltrin (B)

john@mallett.ca
Facebook: @TheAristocratsQuartet

Ontario District: The Aristocrats
International Qualifier

John Ward (T)
Cecil Brown (L)
Joseph Hunter (Br)
Dan Rowland (B)
jhunna1@aol.com
Facebook: UpAllNightQuartet

Mid-Atlantic District: Up All Night
International Qualifier

Out Of District Competitors
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2: The Men of Independence | Independence | Gary Lewis

1: Southern Gateway Chorus | Western Hills (Cincinnati) | Jeff LetgersJAD Chorus Champions

3: Singing Buckeyes | Buckeye Columbus | Chad Wulf

District Chorus Championships



4: The Voices of Harmony | Northwest Ohio | CC Snyder & Will Baughman

6 (tie): Northwesternaires | Defiance | Jim Shisler

6 (tie): Kanawha Kordsmen | Greater Kanawha Valley | Ted Rose & Steve Waggoner

District Chorus Championships



7: Hall of Fame Chorus | Canton | Frederick Locker

8: The Singing Kernals | Ashland, KY | Carl Taylor

District Chorus Championships
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9: Akron Derbytown Chorus | Akron | Scott Giles

10: Thundertones | Huntington Tri-State | Steve Patrick

District Chorus Championships
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BHS Historivia Vol. XXVII
With Mike Sisk

This article is dedicated to some interesting details of our quartet history in JAD. Previous
Historivia topics have included the JAD quartet champs who’ve won 2X, 3X, 4X, & now 5X. We’ve
also highlighted the quartets and individual performers with the most first place wins at the Spring
International Prelim contest. This time data has been taken from the woodwork and dedicates itself
to those performers who’ve finished in 2nd place the most number of times at the district contest.
It’s important that we recognize this part of JAD history. Second place deserves the same respect
that we give to first. Without 2nd, we have nothing to measure the challenge. Enjoy this historic
collection of great JAD second place winners!

Name Year & Quartet

Larry Autenreith 1956-57 Town and Country Four, 1966 Travelers 

Dan Trakas 1975 Matinee Idols, 1989 & 1992 Yesteryear

Bob Moorehead 1980 Bandwagon, 1986 Act IV, 1994 Rumours

Doug Smeltz 1988 Bowery Boys, 2006-07 Class Ring

John Dudrow 1999 Taggin Around, 2006-07 Class Ring

Jeff Gehm 1982 Harmony Partners, 2016-17 Unfinished Business

3 
Ti

m
es

Name Year & Quartet

Leo Sisk 1556-57 Town & Country 4, 1967 Point Four, 1982 Harmony Partners

Darryl Flinn 1968 Chalkdusters, 1970 Chord Dusters, 1983-84 Antique Music Review

Ray Neikirk 1970 Chord Dusters, 1974 & 1976-77 Rearrangement

Max French 1970 Chord Dusters, 1974 & 1976-77 Rearrangement

Dave Bash 1976-77 Rearrangement, 1981 & 1990 Harmonic Motion

George Lensch 1981 & 1990 Harmonic Motion, 2016-17 Unfinished Business

Dave Mckinnon 1981 & 1990 Harmonic Motion, 2016-17 Unfinished Business

Randy Baughman 1989 & 1992 Yesteryear, 2013-14 Parental Guidance Suggested

Jason Remley 2002-05 You Bet

4 
Ti

m
es

Name Year & Quartet

Rod Nixon 1974 Rearrangement, 1975 Matinee Idols, 1978 Sound Syndicate, 
1989 & 1992 Yesteryear

Jeff Letgers 1997 Desperado, 2002-05 You Bet

Paul Coleman 1997 Desperado, 2002-05 You Bet

Carl Cash 1998 Untitled, 2002-05 You Bet5 
Ti

m
es

Spring 2018 THE CIDER PRESS 18



2017 Director of the Year
Ron Brooks

This years' recipient joined the barbershop society 40 years
ago at the age of 11.

He has held countless leadership positions with various
chapters throughout the years including membership chair, public
relations, bulletin editor and VP of music and performance. He
started his directing duties as an assistant director at the young age
of 16 and proceeded to assume head directing duties by the time he
was 18.

After a short break from barbershop to focus on family this
gentleman came back to the District with a renewed energy and
enthusiasm. He began directing his current chorus in 2015 and
under his leadership, they have grown from 22 members to over 50
and are now a vibrate addition to our district events.

This years' recipient like all those that came before him
has selflessly shared his time and musical talents throughout
the district and around the country. Leveraging his Masters
Degree in Music Composition and Orchestral Conducting he
brings a unique depth of knowledge to his barbershop
coaching style. He is a frequently requested clinician for top
gun schools and retreat coaching weekends all across the
country. He is a certified Music Judge and he serves regularly
as a faculty member for the society’s Harmony University.

Despite these extensive credentials, it’s his honest and
caring approach that enables him to connect with singers of all
skill level. Having witnessed his coaching first hand, I am
honored to be able to present this year’s Bob Loose Memorial
Golden Apple award to the 2017 JAD Coach of the Year:
Evan Boegehold.

2017 Coach of the Year
Evan Boegehold

His chorus members have commented..."The gift of music given to him is passed onto our
chapter members at each and every practice session. He conveys his thoughts in a manner that
makes everyone feel like an important part of the family. His endless time given to our chapter, the
Barbershop Harmony Society, and to youth programs is above and beyond all else."

You won't find a musical leader that has more passion and exuberance for barbershop than
our 2017 JAD Director of the year. Please join me in congratulating the head Bogmeister himself:
Ron Brooks.
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Board of Directors
President
Doug Smeltz  dsmeltz1@hotmail.com

Executive Vice-President 
David Rubin  dsrubin1@gmail.com

Immediate Past President 
Steve Wyszomierski  sbw@zoominternet.net

Secretary 
Alan Lapp  lapp556@gmail.com

Treasurer
Brian Zattau  bzattau@bex.net

Board Member at Large SW 
Doug Watson  dougwatson@zoomtown.com

Board Member at Large SE 
John Fuller  jlfuller127@suddenlink.net

Board Member at Large NE 
Chris Foisey  chrisfoisy@hotmail.com

Board Member at Large NW 
Terry Reichenbach  terryr@fairpoint.net

Director of Contest and Judging 
Bari Courts  blcourts@gmail.com

Director of Events
Greg Swann  greg.swann@gmail.com

Director of Music Leadership 
Jeff Gehm  jeffgehm1@yahoo.com

Director of Administrative Leadership 
Karl Chapple  kchapple33@gmail.com

Director of Outreach 
Rusty Cates  rustycates@iheartradio.com

Director of Chapter Relations & Fellowship 
Michael Hengelsberg  mdhengelsberg@gmail.com

Technology & Communication Czar
C.C. Snyder  JADCiderPress@gmail.com

Operations Team

Events Team
Convention Manager
Stevens Sommer

Venue Manager & Awards
Nathan Miller

Stage Manager
Eric Koeller

Assistant Stage Manager
Jamison Calland

Registration Manager
Sharon Stevens

Registration Assistant Manager
Michele Geoghegan

Technical Manager
Dick Wenzel

Contestant Manager
Nancy Chapple

Senior Audio/Video Technician
Brad Scott

Activities Manager
Carl Taylor

Advisor
Skipp Kropp

Local Chair
Billy Edwards

Contestant Host
Pete Knoll

Housing & Hospitality
Tony Barbuto

Registration
Mike Renner

House & Ushers
Bob Udeck

Stage & Judges Pit
Jim Andres

Judges Services
Jamie Warner

Host Chapter Events Team
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